
 

 

What started as a simple conversation 

between a guy and a smoking hot girl, 

turned into a torture fest for eleven in-

trepid runners during the first annual 

Texas Independence Relay. The premise of 

the event was to take a team of runners 

and have them take turns running legs of 

a 203-mile journey that would trace the 

famed òRunaway Scrapeó of the Texas 

Revolution. The route would take them to 

the base of the San Jacinto Monument 

where Sam Houston defeated Santa Anaõs 

forces and won Texas her independence.  

Thus was born Deaf Smithõs Rangers - a 

running machine that would spend the 

weekend striking fear in the hearts of 

lesser runners.  Much like Sam Houston 

himself, Deaf Smithõs Rangers were moti-

vated to achieve. They were in it to win it. 

Unfortunately, someone forgot to tell the 

Boy Scouts of America about the plan. And 

team Stinky Feet. And those chicks from 

Colorado. But at least Richard Simmons 

got the e-mail that he was leading an infe-

rior team. 

Sponsored by Glove Guard and FMC Tech-

nologies, Team Deaf Smith was well-

financed and well-organized (having had 

the foresight to recruit detail freaks like 

Scott Bogema and Jeff Ray). The logistics 
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of moving eleven runners across the 

state having been ironed out early on, 

all that was left was for the team to 

run. And run they did. 

But the story of this event is not how 

fast or how far these lunatics moved 

their weary bodies. No, the story of this 

event is the manner in which this team 

conducted itself in this most prestig-

ious event. Herewith are some of the 

details. Bear in mind that while some of 

these details may shock you, there 

were no dragons hurt in the execution 

of this task. 



If you want to run from Gonzales, Texas to Deer Park, Texas in thirty hours or less with a bunch of your buddies, you better be well-organized. To 

achieve the seamless perfection only seen during synchronized swimming competitions there were meetings, field trips and thousands of e-mails. It 

was during one such planning exercise that Jody Jackson found his soul mate. The purple dragon would quickly become the Deaf Smith Mascot. Although 

it was agreed very early on that women would not be invited to join the team due to the admittedly poor behavior of a bunch of sweaty guys drinking 

beer, Jody was the only team member who was allowed to bring his date. 
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The Team 

Captain John Hunt, òPyromaniacó 

First and certainly last is John Hunt. John likes to run so much he usually runs a lot 

longer than anyone else in the same race. John is known for his fireworks and 

pranks, so keep your legs closed and sleep with one eye open. Johnõs favorite 

phrase is òRUN! Dammit!ó So feel free to encourage him along as he whines about a 

groin or something. 

Scott Bogema, òOCDó 

Scott joined the team early on after being coaxed into running with Rob Hill. 

Scott is known for his meticulous planning and attention to detail. Whatever you 

do, donõt let Scott know if you drink a beer between legs. Scott has already cal-

culated the exact ounces of water your body needs to accommodate each of 

your legs. One sip could throw off his Excel spreadsheet. 

Ran personal 

best 7:17 mile 

during his first 

leg 

Ran several legs 

in personal best 

time 
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Jeff Ray, òWrong Way Rayó 

Jeff is an accomplished college runner who swapped his running shoes for beer 

and Tampex (I have no idea what lies behind that story). Jeff is known for his keen 

eye and ability to find the classic motorcycle. Unfortunately, that keen eye does not 

apply to staying on course while running. Despite using his charm to collect enough 

change to call for help, Jeff spent some harrowing minutes alone in the Briar For-

est area of town. 

Matt Dutton, òSpeed Raceró 

Matt recently ran his first 1/2 marathon in Houston at ònearó Olympic speed. 

Mattõs claim to fame in the race was when he passed Orville Redenbacher during 

the last mile. If you are running after Matt, stretch early and keep an eye on the 

horizon - Speed Racer is coming to town.  

Ran personal 

best 9:00 mile 

during prologue 

Multiple miles 

under 8:00 pace 
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The Team 

Rob Hill, òWalter Cronkiteó 

Robõs most recent project went worldwide when he published the trials and tribula-

tions of training for the Houston Marathon. Robõs recent work will forever change 

the biomechanics of running and the populationõs understanding for the need to run 

with a friend who has OCD. 

Jason Johnston, òMr. Freaking Johnstonó 

Yes, anyone who runs 26 miles in less than  three hours should either have a 

granite statue next to Abe Lincoln or be daddy to a Scotsman for a week. Since 

the latter is more likely, the Board of Directors has appointed Jason as Presi-

dent and CEO of Daddy Day Care for Relay Weekend. Jason is charged with keep-

ing track of Wrong Way during his quest for a menstrual cramp free run. 

Beat personal 

bests on several 

legs 

Rock Star. 

Passed more 

than thirty run-

ners during his 

legs. 
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Rick Roberts, òCar Dealeró 

Third-degree burns, hangovers 

and cold-water swimming can 

not compare to the pain and 

suffering this man has caused 

(see photo at left). In a span of 

a few months, Rick stole a 

manõs wife then cost the same 

fellow $35k in four minutes. 

NEVER let Rick meet your wife. 

As much as a few minutes of 

quiet time may sound good, 

$35k is a lot to lose to the Car 

Salesman of the Year. Nobody 

closes like Mr. Roberts. 

Keith Rappold, òMichelangeloó 

Keith has brushed strokes of genius and PRõd his way into our hearts and out of 

our pocket books. Not even the great Michelangelo could have sculpted some-

thing from the mess Keith got himself into. The relay has caused Keith to create 

four extra expense reports while being forced to ride in a smelly van with the 

likes of us. In the words of our team hero, òlife is like a box of chocolateséó 

Picked up extra 

miles for in-

jured captain 

without missing 

a beat. 

Ran more miles in 

short time period 

than ever before 


